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The population of A.C. of the Basque Country will 
increase until 2015 

 
 
A recovery in the number of children per female and, above all, a positive 
migratory balance combine to bring about an increase in the population  
 
The A.C. of the Basque Country will have 2,194,900 inhabitants by 2015, of which 
1,070,600 (48.7%) will be male and the rest, 1,124,300 (51.3%), female. As a 
consequence there will be almost 116,000 more people than in 2000. It is predicted 
that in these fifteen years the population of the A.C. of the Basque Country will 
increase at a consistant but moderate annual growth rate of +0,36%. 
 

Population pyramids of the A.C. of the Basque Country 2000-2015.  

 
 

Source: EUSTAT. Population projections 2015.  
 
The provincial forecast predicts that the population of Alava will increase by almost 
48,000 inhabitants, so that not only will the major part of the absolute population 
growth in the A.C. of the Basque Country be concentrated here (41.4% of the total), but 
that it will have the highest average annual growth rate, (+1.04%). For its part, the 
population of Bizkaia will have 40,000 people more than in 2015 and a rate of growth of 
+0,23%. Gipuzkoa will have the lowest absolute growth of all the A.C. of the Basque 
Country, 28,000 individuals, that is 24.1% of total growth for the period. 
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Changes in the population each year by Province and Sex. 

1975-2015 (thousands). 

T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F.

1975 2.071,8 1.026,7 1.045,1 237,4 119,2 118,2 1.154,8 570,0 584,7 679,7 337,5 342,2
1980 2.141,4 1.061,6 1.079,8 257,3 129,2 128,1 1.189,2 587,6 601,6 694,9 344,8 350,1
1985 2.142,0 1.056,9 1.085,1 268,3 134,2 134,1 1.182,4 581,7 600,7 691,3 341,0 350,3
1990 2.104,8 1.034,5 1.070,4 272,4 135,6 136,8 1.156,0 566,0 590,0 676,4 332,8 343,6
1995 2.099,1 1.027,5 1.071,6 281,3 139,6 141,7 1.141,3 555,9 585,4 676,5 331,9 344,5
2000 2.079,2 1.016,0 1.063,2 284,6 141,1 143,5 1.122,2 545,2 577,0 672,4 329,7 342,7
2005 2.114,7 1.033,1 1.081,6 297,5 148,0 149,4 1.138,9 552,5 586,4 678,4 332,6 345,8
2010 2.151,0 1.049,4 1.101,6 313,0 155,7 157,3 1.150,6 557,3 593,3 687,4 336,4 351,0
2015 2.194,9 1.070,6 1.124,3 332,5 165,0 167,6 1.162,0 563,0 599,0 700,4 342,6 357,7

AC of the Basque Coun. Araba Bizkaia Gipuzkoa

 
 

Source: EUSTAT. Population Projections 2015.  
 
Both the natural balance, births less deaths, and the migratory balance, immigrations 
less emigrations, contribute to make the total balance positive and, therefore, the 
population increase. During the projected period 24,700 people will be added to the 
population as a consequence of the natural balance and almost 91,000 people will be 
added as a consequence of the balance between immigration and emigration.  
 
The aging process of the population continues  
 
The population aged under 20, which represented 17.4% of the total population of the 
A.C. of the Basque Country in 2000, will rise to represent 18.6% in 2015, resulting in 
47,700 more young people, in contrast with the previous trend of continuous falls in this 
segment of the population.   
 
However, this change is not enough to counteract the considerable increase in the 
population aged 65 or above: 101,000 people more, representing a proportional 
increase among the total population for this age group, from 17.6% in 2000 to 21.3% in 
2015. But the biggest increase occurs in the proportion of people aged 85 or over, 
increasing from 9.9% of the total population in 2000 to 16.4% in 2015, as a result of the 
consequence of a higher growth rate of the very elderly segment of the population 
(+5.14% annual) with respect to the elderly (+1.64% annual). This rate of growth 
represents an absolute increase of more than 40,000 personas aged 85 or above, from 
36,100 to 76,600 in 15 years, more than double, in what is a very short time period. 
 
On the other hand, the “adult” population, that is those aged between 20 and 64, drop 
in number by 33,100 within the period 2000-2015, falling in their share of 
representation of the total population by almost 5 percentage points between 2000 and 
2015 (from 65% to 60,1%). 
 
The decrease in “potentially active” will have some significant consequences if we 
consider that it is not only the number of elderly people that is increasing but also the 
number of young people, implicating a greater burden on the active population. In 
deed, those generations born before 1995, that is to say, the sparsest population age 
group of the A.C. of the Basque Country will form part of the potentially active 
population, just when those born after this date will be growing and while those more 
populous generations born after the Civil War reach the age of retirement, 
circumstances which will reinforce demographic ageing. 
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Yearly Population Changes (thousands) by broad age groups.  
A.C. of the Basque Country 1975-2015.  

Abs. % Abs. % Abs. %
1975 754,1 36,4 1.146,6 55,3 171,2 8,3
1980 733,7 34,3 1.210,5 56,5 197,1 9,2
1985 646,0 30,2 1.274,4 59,5 221,7 10,3
1990 540,5 25,7 1.300,8 61,8 263,5 12,5
1995 439,2 20,9 1.342,2 63,9 317,8 15,1
2000 361,2 17,4 1.352,3 65,0 365,6 17,6
2005 352,1 16,6 1.369,4 64,8 393,2 18,6
2010 378,6 17,6 1.346,5 62,6 425,9 19,8
2015 409,0 18,6 1.319,2 60,1 466,7 21,3

0-19 20-64 >65

 
 

Source: EUSTAT. Population Projections 2015.  
 
Fertility recovers, the number of births rises.  
 
Although still far from guaranteeing the generational replacement, the number of births 
per female reveals a significant recovery, as it represents an increase of 50% on the 
level reached in 2000, and reaches 1.5 children per female in the year 2015. The 
improvement in fertility will be witnessed in all age groups, but mainly in women of 30 
years of age or more, to which 73% of children will be born in 2015 compared to 64% 
in 1995, which was one of the lowest years for fertility. A consequence of this is that 
the average age of maternity will rise from 31.3 to 32.5 in these 20 years.  
 
The number of births will increase until 2010 due to the increased rate of fertility, but 
from that year on and until 2015 this number will decrease, as, although the same level 
of fertility is maintained, the number of women of childbearing age will decrease. 
 

Changes in the Synthetic Fertility Index (ISF) and the average age of maternity. 
1975-2015  
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Source: EUSTAT. Population Projections 2015.  
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Life expectancy continues its upward trend.  
 
Between 2000 and 2015 the mortality rate will fall for all age groups, but particularly so 
between the ages of 6 and 15 and also between the ages 31 and 40, above all among 
women. Mortality rates for females will also fall by 54% during their first year of life, 
while the fall for male children will only be 13%. The infant mortality rate for girls in 
2015 will be 6 times lower than it was 40 years ago in 1975, while for boys it will be 6 
times lower. 
 
Life expectancy at birth will reach 80.2 for men and 86.9 for women in 2015, figures 
which were 76.4 and 83.7, respectively, in 2000. However, in these years the gap 
between male and female mortality rates will diminish, something that had been 
witnessed in the last five years of the previous century. The difference between life 
expectancy for women and for men will fall from 7.3 in 2000 to 6.7 in the final period 
considered in this projection, that is the year 2015. 
 

Changes in life expectancy at birth according to sex. 
A.C. of the Basque Country 1975-2015.  

65

70

75

80

85

90

19
75

19
77

19
79

19
81

19
83

19
85

19
87

19
89

19
91

19
93

19
95

19
97

19
99

20
01

20
03

20
05

20
07

20
09

20
11

20
13

20
15

Males Females
 

Source: EUSTAT. Population Projections 2015.  
 
The migratory balance will be the most important factor determining population 
growth.   
 
It is worth outlining the significance of migration in the population growth throughout the 
period 2000-2015 compared to the natural balance: 78.6% and 21.4%, respectively. 
Thus, the migratory balance of the A.C. of the Basque Country will increase from 2,600 
people in 2000 to 9,400 in 2015 and this despite the fact that from 2005 onwards the 
number of immigrants will fall, although the number of emigrants will also fall from 
2007, to such an extent that the migratory balance in the final year of the projection will 
be higher than any other year during the period.    
 
Immigration from abroad, after an upward trend until the first years of this century, will 
begin a gradual descent until reaching 3,000 people per year by 2015.  However, the 
trend for immigration from the rest of Spain is one of gradual, and, to a certain extent, 
regular increase, until reaching a figure of 22,500 people in 2001. 
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Annual Changes in the migratory balance (thousands) according to Province. 
1988-2015. 

  
Emigration to outside the A.C. of the Basque Country will oscillate from 17,500 people 
in 2000 to 16,100 in 2015, peaking at 24,300 in 2007. 
Emigration to outside the A.C. of the Basque Country will oscillate from 17,500 people 
in 2000 to 16,100 in 2015, peaking at 24,300 in 2007. 
  
Historically, Alava has always had positive migratory balances, but the negative 
balances of the other two Provinces were so high, that even with a positive natural 
balance the total population fell. This situation changed suddenly in 2001 when a 
significant increase in immigration was registered producing positive balances for 
Bizkaia and Gipuzkoa, a situation which, with greater or lesser balances will be 
maintained until 2015. Even in the first period of the projection, from 2001 to 2005, 
Bizkaia will have a migratory balance higher than Alava, but from that year onwards the 
situation will return to being a higher migratory balance for Alava in comparison to the 
other Provinces. 

Historically, Alava has always had positive migratory balances, but the negative 
balances of the other two Provinces were so high, that even with a positive natural 
balance the total population fell. This situation changed suddenly in 2001 when a 
significant increase in immigration was registered producing positive balances for 
Bizkaia and Gipuzkoa, a situation which, with greater or lesser balances will be 
maintained until 2015. Even in the first period of the projection, from 2001 to 2005, 
Bizkaia will have a migratory balance higher than Alava, but from that year onwards the 
situation will return to being a higher migratory balance for Alava in comparison to the 
other Provinces. 
  

Annual Changes in the migratory balance (thousands) according to Province. 
1988-2015.   

A.C. of the 
Basque 
Country

Araba Bizkaia Gipuzkoa

1988 -10,4 0,1 -6,6 -3,9
1990 -4,9 0,7 -4,0 -1,5
1995 -4,8 0,7 -4,0 -1,6
2000 2,5 1,5 0,8 0
2005 5,7 2,0 2,7 1
2010 4,9 2,6 0,8 1
2015 9,4 3,5 2,9 3

,2
,0
,5
,0  

Source: EUSTAT. Population Projections 2015.  
 
For their part, the internal migrations of the A.C. of the Basque Country will fall slightly, 
more as a consequence of the population structure than due to a limitation of mobility. 
However, although annually it is a low figure, the direction of the inter-provincial 
migratory balance varies according to the Province. So, throughout the whole period 
under projection, Alava will gain 4,500 people, while Bizkaia will lose 3,800 people and 
Gipuzkoa 700 people. 
 
 
 
 
 
Further information: 
Euskal Estatistika-Erakundea / Basque Institute of Statistics 
C/ Donostia-San Sebastian, 1  01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz 
Tel:+34-945-01 75 00  Fax:+34-945-01 75 01  E-mail: eustat@eustat.es
Contact: Martín González Hernández 
Tel:+34-945-01 75 49  Fax:+34-945-01 75 01  
Press releases on the Internet: www.eustat.es
Databank: www.eustat.es/bancopx/spanish/indice.asp
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